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and rank. He is usually represented with four arms having
the well-known attributes, conch-shell (samkha), wheel (cakra),
mace (gada\ and lotus (padma), though occasionally the number
of arms is only two. His Sakti, Sri or Laksmi, is usually
represented with four arms holding lotus, corn of ear, fly-whisk
and rosary. Visnu's rider ( Vahana) Garuda is also represented
in Java, generally with human form, though occasionally the
beak, claws and wings of a bird are added. Visnu is often
depicted in aiwnia-sayana posture, such as has been described
in the Cangal inscription noted above, and most of his
avataras or incarnations, specially Krsna, Rama, Matsya,
Varaha, and Narasimha, are represented by images. Sometimes
there are two female figures on the two sides of the image of
Visnu, which are usually known as Laksmi and Satiavana in
Bali. The last is probably to be restored as Satyabhama.
In that case the image may be regarded as that of Krsna with
Satyabhama and EukminI on two sides.1

The devotees of Visnu were undoubtedly less in number
than those of Siva and Buddha, and Vaisnavism ranked
in importance next only to Saivism and Buddhism. This
appears quite clearly from the comparatively smaller number of
the images of that god found in Java. The religious literature
of Java also supports this view, as it contains less traces of that
religion than of the other two. Even the Mahabharata, where
Krsna, the avatara of Visnu, plays such a leading part, is
strongly Saivite in character.2

The images of Brahma, the remaining member of the trinity,
are comparatively few in number. He is easily recognised by
his four heads facing the four directions. He has four arms
holding rosary, fly-whisk, lotus and water-pot. His rider
(vahana) hafnsa (swan) is sometimes depicted in its normal
form, but sometimes also as a human being with the head of
a swan above, indicating his true nature. Sarasvati, the Sakti
of Brahma, is represented with two or four arms, riding on a
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